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SERMON VPON 
PART OF I IE SE. 
cond chapter of the firſt e. 
piſtle of S. Iohn: 


reached ly TnOMNASINOMRT HORI, 


The ſumme whereof is briefly compri- 
ſed in this Hexameter: 


| Omne tulit punctum qui next miſcuit artic 


He beares the bell awaie, 
that liues, as he doth fate, 


| 2 3. 17. 
If yee knowe the ſe hinges, bleſſed are ye, 
sf yee doe them. . 
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At Oxford, printed by Losen 
BARN RS, Printer tothe Vni- 
verſitie. 1598. 
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SSN 
TO THE WORSHIP- 
FVL, Mas TER TrHomas Frirm, 
one of the head - magiſtrates of the 
Citie of Worceſter T. I. wiſheth 

1 increaſe of all thinges ap- 
pertaining both to this 

Lo 45; life andto the life 


o come. 


IR, being impor- 

tuned by diverſe, 

PL/=e* for the publiſhing 

of this Sermon, 

FR which(asthey pro- 

teſted) not without 
A ſome fruite they 


had hearde mee 
preach : I haue condeſcended at length 


vnto their deſire. The rather, for that by 
dedicating the ſame vnto your worſhip, 
I might be occaſioned (as I thought, )to 
giue · forth ſome teſtimony of my good- 
*e⁰² will 


| 
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will and thanketulnes towardes you, to 
whom I am ſo deepely beholding, & ſo 
many waics indebted. If there were no 
other thing but this, that at the Fonte 
you vouch- ſafed ro vndertake for me, I 
ſhould over - ſhoote my ſelſe far, if l did 
not thinke "ory dutifully of you;but ſce · 
ing that ever ſince, you haue enameld, 
as it were; & embroidered that graund- 
benefite with inſinite other kindneſſes, 
{rom time to time, as occaſion was mi- 
niſtred: Surely, if I ſhould not lay holde 
of every opportunity, whereby I might 
reflect any tokẽ of an affectionate minde 
Iwere highly to blamezyea my own cõ- 
ſcience would appeach and vpbraid me 
of toule ingratitude , Such therefore as 
it is: I do here offer & preſent vnto you. 
peliring you to eſteeme of it, not accor- 
ding to che ſimple workemãſbip which 
hath becne mine: but according to the 
worth & value of the ſtuffe, which hath 
bin all,] dare aſſure you, digged- out of 
the moſt precious mine of Gods word. 
My truſt is, the goodnes of the one, will 


be 


bee alwaies able to counter-peiſe the 
rudenes of the other. God bleſſe you, & 
reſerue you:that you may long liue, to 
e a principall ſtay & ornament, to that 
worthy Citie, my natiue neſt , Where 
how ſore you will be miſſed, whenſoever 


it ſhall pleaſe the Lordto tranſlate you 


from it vnto himſelfe, wee may take a 
ſcantling(no diſparagement to any) by 
the exceeding greate ſteede you long 
haue and daily doe ſtand it in. And thus 
recommending this homely preſent vn- 
to y our good acceptation, and you and 
yours to the moſt gracious tuition and 
N of the Almighty, I take my 

eaue. From Stainton in the ſtreete, in 
the Biſhopricke of Durrham the 1. of 
Aar ch. 1597s 


Tour VVorſbips in the Lord, 


"Tho was InNGuarroRe. 
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TO THE READER. 


WJ Ere haſt thou(gen- 
f te Reader this 
=& /mple Sermon of 
mine, made at the 
. Vrſt for the hea- 
rige few, bat 
owe by. reque#t 
et- forth jo the 
common view. For my part, trutly I ne- Novi qu 
ver meant it: but when (Findes be ſet- on fit mibi en 
| athing,they are importunate, and wil nut — 
be ſaide nay. Indecde it would better fitte 
nn note-booke, then the 17 yet if it 
' ſhallpleaſe thee togiue it the reading, 1 
| doubt neither of thy profiting by it, nor 
| of thy well accepting of it . It ts yo ſedi- 
| tous pamphlet to raiſe mutinie, nor ama- 
| rousteye Fameurt}h wantonneſie*which 
the more thauperuſeſt,the more thou abu- 
| ſeft tin time, and the more they affect, the 
| the more they infect thee : but a ſounde 
| and ſerious diſcourſe of holy Scripture, 


; 

| | . , 4 p 

| wherein is ſounaed as with a ſhrill trum- 
| 

| 

{ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| pet a retraite from ſinne, and men put in 


X4 minde 


——— 


ainde,to tone vertue and truth, knows i 


ledge and practice, re 8 ce and faith a 
Godly life and a good beleefe together: vp- 


pon which two pointes, as vppon t wo 


poles , the whole ſkie of Chriitianitye is 


turned . God giue thee race to ft ollowe | 


the whole ſome conſell therein delivered, 
to his glory andthy comfort, through le- 
ſus Chri#F. 
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It is written in the ſecond chapter of the firſt 
epiſtle of S. Iohn the third, fourth, 
fift and ſixt verſes.. 


'8 3. Hereby we are ſure that we knowe him, if ws 


11 keepe bis commandements. 

„ 4. He that ſaith I knowe him, andkeepeth not bis 

„ '\ _  commandements , w a her, andihetruth is 
wot in hum. 


5. But he that keepeth hit worde, in him is the 
laue of God per feft indeede: hereby wee knows 

that wee are in him. n N il 
6. He that ſaith he remameth in him, ought 6. 


ven ſo to walke, as he bathwalked; 
is po2tid of Scripture(wels 
715 Ls beloved in the Lopde ) confi 
F> T #4 ech of two partes: ok a pro- 
6 FS) N — 5 — —— 
re pꝛopoſition in effect im- 
2 poꝛteth thus much, that the 
knowledge and faith of Chzilt; if it bee of che 
right ſtampe indeede, is never ſolit arp, but al- 
waies accompanied with the keeping of Gods 
 comadements, whereby, as a tree bythe fruit 
it is diſcerned:being conteined in theſe woꝛds: 
| . Hereby wee are ſure that wee knowe him, 
if wee keepe his commaundementes, He 
that ſaich, I knowe * and kcepeth _ 
$ 


— * . ä 1 


his commandements, is a lier, and the trueth 
i not in him, The confirmation ſtandeth vp 


two reaſons: the one dꝛawne frõ the cffectes, 
wher it is ſaid, But he that keepeth his word, 


in him is the loue of God perfect mdeede: 
Hiereby we knowe that we are in him; The 


other derived fro the erample of Chꝛiſt in the 


clauſe following: He that faith her remaineth 


in him, ought even ſo to walke as hee hath 


walked. The [cope and dꝛift of all, is to beate 


downe the vanitie of thoſe men, which p2ofeſ- 
ſing the name of Chꝛiſt, lived not with ſtãding 
vnchriſtianlv, to the manifeſt flaunder and de · 


rogation of the ſame. Ttherein as in a glaſſe 02 


mirrour, by wate of reflection, we map behold 


the ſpots of our owne defoꝛmity: whoſe covers 
Cation being compared wich our pꝛofeſſion, is 


foꝛ the moſt part no moꝛe conſonãt therevnto, 
then the harſh tars ol diſcoꝛd to the ſweet bar- 


mon of muſique, as it they had made a wager, 


which ſhould var ie moſt either fro other. Tou⸗ 
chiug the vniting of which diviſiõ, motiõ hath 


bin made, ſo often, ſo earneſtly, both heere aud 


elſewhere, that it may ſeeme, but a needeles 
oz booteles office, to ſolicite the ſame agame. 
Howbeic,as the Phiſition never ceaſeth to mi- 
niſter, till his ſicke paciẽt be wholy recovered: 


even ſv it behoveth vs the Lozves Phiſitions, | 
dailptoapplie the moſt wholeſome medicine | 


of | 
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SfGods woꝛd, till the maladie ot ſin, when 
with mens ſoules are ſoꝛe diſeaſed, be thzwoughs 
Ip healed and recured. But befoze J rome to 


the particular points, let vs pꝛaie ccc. 
3. Hereby we are ſure that we knowe bim, _ 
beepe his commandements. 


ra He that ſaith, I nate him, and keeperh: not 
his commande ments, t 4 her, and tbe mus 
i not in him. 
This is the pꝛopoſition( as J aide) 7 ig ** 
vedſ if pe marke) of an extellent Antitheſis. A 
figure of ſpeech, very familiar with S. John, 
both in his Soſpel and Epiſtles, not ſo much 
foꝛ perſpicuitie, as vchemencie ſake . Hereby 
we ate ſure that we know him, that is, by this 


argument, wee map certainely perſwade our 


ſeluea, that we haue the true knowledg æ faith 
of Chziſt, if we keepe his tommandementes. 
Foz the Apoſtle ſpeaketh not heere ol a bort 


ſelues haue, and are never the neerer: but of 
that ſaving knowledge, whereby we are iuſti- 


fied, as the Pꝛophet Eſay witneſſeth. But this Ea. 53. 11. 


be amplyfieth, by letting againſt it, another 
pꝛopoſition ot the contrarie : Hee that ſaith T 


-knowe him, and keepeth not his comman- 
dements, is a lier, & the trueth is not in him: 
as il hee had ſatd the keeping of Gods coman- 
pq an evident token of the true knows 
ig A 3 ledge 


hiſtorical knowledge, which the Divels them- lam. 2.15. 


ry r aw oc -* 


yerl, I, 


4 
ledge and faith of Chzutt, to boaſt therefoze of 
the one, without having apparent teſtimony of 
che other, is but a Thꝛalonicall brag, a lowde 
lie voide of trueth.Thich accoꝛdeth with the 
p2emilles on this maner, whereas J ſatde be- 


as foꝛe, that Chuiſt was given vs of God the fa- 


ther,tobe the reconciliation for the fins of 
the whole world, and that we muſt vſe him 
fo2 our mediatour and advocate with the fa- 
ther, let no man gather there vpon, that it is 
ſufficient to be called a Chuiſttan,co learne the 
ſtozies of the Bible by rote, neither pet to bee 
partaker of the holy Sacraments inſtituted by 
Chuft; Fo! beſides all this there is an other 


matter ok far greater moment and impoztarce 


required at our handes, namelp, a liuely knows 
ledge of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, which is a wozke e ins 


fluence ofthe holy Ghoſt: It graffeth vs who. 


ly into Chꝛiſt: raviſheth vs with admirat ion e 
loue of him, ſo as we hunger ano thirft acter 


nothing moze, then to teltifie the ſame to the 


woꝛlde, by our obedience towards him in kee⸗ 
ping his commandements. This carefulneſle 
to walke in the waie of Gods commandemkts, 
who ſo feeleth effectually wzought in him, map 
well aſcertaine his conſcience, to the vnfpeak- 


able ioy and ttbily of his ſoule, that he is indu⸗ 


ed with the true knowledge and faith of Chꝛiſt 
indeede. But otherwile,ifhe find no inclinatid, 
| no 
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no dilpoſicionat all, Mt. rather a backe warde⸗ 
nes and repugnancie in himſelke that waie, let 
bim leaue gloꝛping in any ſuch vaine paradiſe: 
for he doth but lie, t plaie the Hypocrue. And 
Chis, as neere as J can vtter, is the true pur⸗ 


pozt and meaning of the Apoſtles wozdes . 
herein are wꝛapped many very good points 
of doctrine wozth the vnfolding, as well to 
comfozt as inſtruction. 

And firſt it is not lightly to be paſſed over. 
that S. John ſaith not barely, we think, oz we 
ſuppoſe, but , by this wee are ſure, 
that weeknowe him. A cleare evidence, and 
ſtrõg pꝛooke, that we may haue certain know- 
ledge of our ſalvation, F oꝛ ſalvation being ap- 
pꝛehended by faith, as the whole reno} of lerip- 
ture every where defineth, in that the Apoſtle 
heere plainely confeſſeth, wee may bee ſure of 
our faith, nay ſetteth downe an infallible note 
of the certaintie thereof, it cannot be, the faith- 
full ſhould be vncertaine 02 doubtfull of their 
ſalvation. This doth flatly repeale that dar- 
gerous and wicked Canon of the counſaile of 


Trent, whereby men are taught alwales to ScM.6. cg. 
ſtagger, and ſtand in doubt of their ſalvation , 
as being impoſſible foꝛ any in this life, to know 


of a ſurety that he in particular (hall be ſaved , 
without by ſome ſpecial pꝛiviledge fro God, he 


be made pꝛivie therevnto, A faithles doctrine 
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1 bf faith, and quite repugnant to the woꝛde of 
Bs Gov.Howbeit they want not couloures to cafk 
- vppon it, to bleare the epes of the ſimple with 
5 all. As though that mammering oz doubtful- 
nes fozfooth, which they dꝛeame ok, ſerved as 
a Sover aigne remedie @ pꝛeſe rvatiue againſt 
ſceririty @ pꝛeſumption; wheras in very truth, 
it is the next dooze to deſperat ion, as a number 
of their followers by lamentable experience 
haue pꝛooved to be true. So that ſhunning an 
bay e imagined Scylla, what doe they but fall into 
rybdis a ancllential Tharybdis? Indeede S. Paul ex- 
goulfe of hozteth vs to wozke-fozth our ſalvation with 
the ſea. feare and trembling , but he is ſo far from wi- 
Phil. 3.12. thing the faithfull to miſtruſt their ſalvation, 
that,thatnotwithſfanving, he incottrageth the 
every where, to ſtand faſt in faith: to bꝛawe 
Heb. 10. neare vnto God iy ngopocia mrws in full aſſy. | 
32 rance of faith: being cerrificd that they are the 
ph. 2. 13. childꝛt of God, by the ſpirit of Sod, which was 
given them as an carnelt fo2 that purpoſe, to 
ſeale,ratifie, and confirie vnto their conſtien⸗ 
ces the vndeubted hope of their ſalvation. In 
conſideration of which aſſurace , in the Epiſtle 
to the De bzues, he tearmeth this hope, which 
ſpꝛingeth from fatth', and is grounded on the | 
2 Cor 1. ability a truth of Gods promiſes, which are 
20. all, pea and Amen in Chriſt Jeſus, the firme e 
Heb. 6, 19. ſteedy . Ancre ofthe ſoule. Fo? = 
| 'y eing 


ee oO Ou way T7 we 


Sw W 


notwithſtanding all tempeſtes and waues da- 


demnation do beate daily and continually a- 


110 


ment of what is beleeved. In like manner S. 


* 


vation, floating betweene hope and viſpaire, 


being faſtned in the * of the ſea, ſcaieth 
the ſhippe there in one ſure. and certaine place, 


ſhing againſt it: ſo hope entring into the hea⸗ 
ven of heavens, where Chniſt ſittech at the 
right hand of the father holdeth faſt our ſoules 
there with him, notwithſtanding all waues & 
tempeſtes of ſiane, Sathan, death, Pell e con- 


gainſt the. And this allo the very woꝛd (faith) 
in ſundry languages ſeemeth to impozt. Foz 
therefoze is it called in Þebzewe NR of 
the roote was which ligaifieth to be lure: 
in Greeke zie dn Nadz of beinge 
perſwaded, the oziginall wherof, as Gramari- 
ans haue well obſerved, is i to tand: in 


latine ſides à ſiat of being doone 92 fulfilled :as 


well no doubt to inſinuate the peremtory reſo- 
lution of the beleever, as the aſſured accopliſh- 


Peter ſpeaking of the Devill, by whome the 
holde of our ſalvation ſtandeth in moſt danger 
of vndermining :aſter he haddeſcribed his gre- 
die cruelty, and cruel greedineſſe to devoure vs 


he addeth: Who reſiſt ſteedfaſt in fait h. But 1. Pet. 5.9. 


how, J pꝛaie you, is it poſſi ble, they ſhould re: 
ſilt him Kedfaſt in faith, which are ever inſtru⸗ 
cted to waver, and be in ſuſpence of their ſal⸗ 


A 4. like 


3 

like a ſhippe in a ffozme without helme oz co · 
paſſe betwirt the billowes & ſurges of the ſea? 
but no marvaile, though the Papiſtes do thus 
leſſon their ſchollers alwaies to doubt of their 

ſalvation, the ground, the matter and fozme as 
it were, of whole doctrine, is their owne lucre 
and gaine. Foz once let this trueth be admitted 
off, that Chailtians be by the wozde and ſpirite 
of Chziſt aſſured of their ſalvation by him: then 
may they ſtreicght,pooze men, bid adue, & ſinge 
aperpetuall rene fo2 the ſoule of their pꝛieſt- 
hood, their pardõs, their trentals, their dirgies 
their chauntries, their cenſing, their ſinging, 
their tinginge, their malles and pꝛaiers fo2 the 
dead, with whacſoever mercenary trumperie 
els of like ſtampe, Fo bar them of their pꝛolit 
(the onely butte, the onelp white they aime at 
and all theſe, J warrant you, will quickly lie in 
the dulk(if that common pꝛoverb be not wzõgly 
fathered onthem:no pennie no pater noſter,) A- 
gaine in that they looke to bee ſaved by their 
owne woꝛkes, whichſ alas) they cannot but ſeg 
in their guͤtie cõſciẽces (howſoever they hood 
winke & blindfold their eps againſt plight ol ỹ 
truth )to be ſpotted#vnpetfect, ſuch as ar not 
able to abide p touch of Gods iultice:how ci 
they ſtay reſolute me, but needs muſk remaine 
ſcrupulous and ſuſpicious of ſalvation, as not 


knowing, whether they haue deſartes enough 
Bd to 
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to ſerue their turne 02 no: Thus doth the ſpirit -- 
of giddines, wherewith the malignant Church x ;1e the 
is intoxicate and governed, bewzaie it lelte eve R artprodis 
by yis owne doctrine. ſeipſe Sera 


Secondly commeth to be marked the cer; 
taine marke, wherby to diſcerne the true Chꝛi- 
ſtian, ſrom the counterfeit & Dvpocrite, True 
it is that faith maketh a Chnſtia:howbeit, be- 
cauſe it doth many times lie hid, and we canot 
readily judge of other mens mindes, wherein 
faith hath her ſeat and manſion: therefo2e the 
Apoltle ſheweth, how the faithfull map be ve- 
ſcried by an outward marke: & that is the kee⸗ 
ping of Gods commandements , Mhereby is 
meant, not that perfect and continuall abiding 
in all thinges commended and commanded in 


the lawe, to which condition, doe this and liue Levit. 18. 


is annexed, (a burthen to heavie fo2 any woꝛdly — 


wight to beare ſo long as we are invironed on 
every ſide with the infirmities of the fleſh:) but 
only that careful ſtudie c indevour, wherewith 
the faichfull ſoule is inflamed and ſet one fire 
towardes the commandements of God to ful- 
fill them in ſome good meaſure , as God ſhall 
enable him, whereunto nevertheles, by reaſon 


tion will cleaue, will he, nill bee, when hee hath 
done the beſt he ca, Neither did S. John faine 


this marke of his owne head, but learned 1 of 
is 


of the coꝛruptiũ of our nature, much imperfec- 


Gal3, 12+ 


my wordes, and keepeth them, is he that lo- 
verf.24. veth me: And againe as it were doublinghis 
blowe z he that loveth me nor, keepeth not 

1.13. my word: in another where:ye are my friẽds 
if ye doe whatſoever I comand you, So whe 

Mar.17.5. God the father had made lolemne pꝛoclamatiõ 
from heaven: this is my beloved ſonne in 
whome I am well pleaſed: to admoniſh vs 
of our dutie withall, hee adiopnech: heare him: 
fignifping thereby, not the hearing of thok 
thinges,which Chaiſt Gould giue in charge in 
bis wozd with our outward eares onlp, but the 
expꝛeſling # pꝛactiſing ofthe lame in our liues 
and converſation: for they onelp are ſpꝛonoun- 
Luc. 1. 28 ceq bleſſed of him, which heare the worde of 
God and keepe it. Astherefoze that ſon doth 
degenerate ⁊ is not woꝛthy to beate the name 

of his father, which ſtudiech not by all meanes 

poſſible to obep & pleaſe his father: even ſo no 
moꝛe is he to be eſteemed a true Ch iſtian, and 
child of God, which ende voureth not, as much 
as in him lieth, to appꝛooue himſelfe to God p 
father, by keeping of Chaiſts commanvemits, 
wherin only he delighteth. But aboue all, this 
one thing J would haue eſceciallp noted, as it 
were W a hand in the margẽt:that S. John rec 
koneth fo2 true q faithful Chꝛiſtiãs, only ſuch, 
| Wobſerue & keepe the commaungements 


of 


| 10 
toh.r4.23. his maſter Chꝛiſt. Fo he ſaith; hee that hath 


— 


"Cop 3.1% 


lo- 


Is 
ot 
ds 
he 
10 


. * 
" - 
- 


rr 
th dr Chriſt. This toncherh to the quicke al thoſe 
that imagine Chziſtianity to ve placed in the 


obſerving ol humane traditibs:nap ſtifly corey 
with tooth & naile not ſome peece, but the very 
petfecid, æ as it were quinteſſente therof to cõ- 
lil therin. As fo example the Frãtiſcã Frier 
mult no remedy be reputed holier the the reſt, 
becauſe he followes the rule of S. Francis. 
The Dominican, he pꝛekerreth himſelfe be- 
fozethe Franciſcan, and all other Chziſtians: 
fo? that he p2ofelleth the rule of S. Domi. 
nike:'# ſo of the reſt of thoſe irregular ozders. 
But it is the rule of Chꝛiſt, that maketha 
Chiiftian : and therefoze we muſt either hold 
our ſelues ſatisfied with it; or els ſhewe that 
S. S. Francis, Dominicke and other ſuch 

like patronsof theirs, haue found out ſomwhat 
that is moze holy e perfect, thẽ that which was 
delivered and eſtabliſhed by Chꝛiſt: which once 
to thinke o2 ſpeake were hoꝛrible blaſphemie. 
Uerely as no mi will take him to be a right 
Engliſh-mi bozne, who refuſeth to live after 
the lawes,fatutes # coſtitutivs of Englad: ſo 
is not he to be deemed a true Chꝛiſtian, who to 
chooſe em bzaceththe heſts of men befoꝛe the 
tõmãdemẽts of Chꝛiſt. Our ſavior himſelfe is 


plaine & perftory in this behalfe:in vain do me Met. 15. 
wor ſhip me, teaching doctrins that at but the 


traditiõs of mẽ:& eury plat Which my hevẽ. 
*. F IIy kather 
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ttines, Auguſtines and J cannot tell what, ra 
ther then Chziſtians. But howſoever they 
vaunt themſelues of their perfection, like the 


Miles glo- 
rie ſus. 


neth the Cozinthians as carnall: fo that by 
thoſe names they were ſevered # ſundzed as it 
were into ſo many ſoꝛtesa ſects of pꝛołeſſions. 
But we (alas) at this date are growne to ſuch 
madnes, that we magniſie a extoll che fo2 holp⸗ 
ones: we applaud a admire, vea and adoze che, 
as the onely perfect men ol the wozld, who dil 
daining and deſpiling the name ol Chiltians, 
made vnto vs expꝛeſly lawfull and honourable 
by the woꝛde of God, doe call themſelues Frã- 
ciſcans, Dominicans, Bernardines, Bene di- 


glozious ſouldier in the comedpe of his i- 
maginarie valour, and ſwell like Eſops toade, 
till they burſt againe with the pꝛoude titles of 
Angelical, Seraphicall, and Cherubinical:pet 
by the verdit of S. John, oz rather ofthe holy 
Ghoſt, in delpight of all Monkiſh Friers and 
Frierly Ponkes, they onelp are indeede, and 
are to be accounted true Chʒiſtians, which ap 
plie themſelues wholy to the obſerving & kee⸗ 
ping of Thꝛiſts commandements, 

But ſome man map alke what thoſe coman= 


demẽts which impozt vs ſo greatly to be kept; 


are? 


| 
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| are? foꝛ if he harken to the pꝛelates of the Ro · 


miſh Church and popiſh religion they will tel 
him, they are none other, but the ſame which 
they both pꝛattiſe themlelues, ⁊ pꝛeſcribe vnto 
others to be done. But to be reſolbed aright ol 

this doubt, he mult in no wile be carried away 

with ours 02 theirs, pea 02 nay: but holde him 

ſelfe Cure to the woꝛd of Chuilt, ſounding inthe 
ſcriptures. Fo2 Chiiſt Jeſus,as S. Paul bea- 

reth retoꝛd, being yeſter day, and to day, and Heb. r3.4, 
the ſame for ever: it is a cleare caſe, that all 

ſuch thinges, as Chziſt hath appointed hereto- 

foze to be kept, doe & (hall remaine in ful fozce, 

even to the wozlds end. And ſeeing he is the 
wiſedome of God the father: and ihe father Cor. 224 
gaue the ſpirite vnto him not by meaſure, but lob. 334 
in ſuch abundance, as we all partake grace of 

his fulneſſe:can the perfection of Chaiſts com- 
mandemẽts be doubted-off, but the perfection 
of God himlelfe,# of the holy ghoſt, muſt needs 
bee called into queſtion therwithall? further⸗ 
moze in that God, in the old Teſtament, gaue | 
ſuch a law, as might neither be added- to, nor Deut. 4 
taken -· from, without attaint of high treaſon as 
gainſt the Higheſt, as the holy Ghoſt in ſundzy 
places affirmeth : is it likely, J appeale and re⸗ 
poꝛt me to pour own cõſciences, that our eſtate 
vnder theGoſpell, in the time ol refozmation, 
Gould be in wozlecale then theirs, g lo vncer⸗ 
88 taine 
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taine that it ſhould neede ebery day, new addi⸗ 
tions to be ſupplied, new pecces af craditions 
ta be patched, to be cobled c clowted cher vnta 
Beſides it is apparent, that Chꝛiſt gaue not ſo 
much liberty, no not to his Apoſtles, to obtrude 
and thzuſt vpõ the Church, what ſoe ver ſeemed 
good vnto chem: but he reſtrained their come 
Math. 28. Miſſion with this limitation: goe er me 
19. diſciples out of all nations, teachingthem 
20. to obſerue whatſoever | comand you.UUher 
vpou S. Paul grew —— he doubted 
Gal.i,s. not, to denounce thema againſt him whom. 
ſioeve r, thongh in degree of an Angell; that 
ſhould pꝛeſume, to anounce any other Goſpel, 
then what himſelke, e his fellow ApoGles had 
pꝛeached and publiſhed befoze. But it ſhall 
dee needefull. I ſpeake ſomething of theſe tõ⸗ 
mandements, which be they. Foz though they 
bee almoſt infinite, being ſeverallpe:conſpde» 
red in themſelues : yet fo2 plaſnenefſe: and 
ſhoꝛtencſſe ſake, they map be all raunged, and 
as it were marſhalled into three general 

rankes. 

The firſt cõpꝛehendeth all ſuch. as conrerne 
our faith. Amongſt which, that leaves the 
ring, whereby wee are bounde, to beleene 
in God alone, accowing as is put downe for / 
moſt in the Decalogge, 02 ten cõmandemẽts: 
For curſed be the man that ruſteth i in 

an 


[x EIT! _ „„ 
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ok mil*belcefe , to the everlaſtinge hazard and 


, 
/ 


| 15 


end makech fleſh his arne. Next this mar- 
theth chat which pointeth· out Chriſt : in afli⸗ 


ance of whoſe merites and interceſſion, wee 


map bolvelp repoſe our truſt and confidence 


in GOD. Foz except a men bzinge Chziſt 
with him, to bee his ſpoakel man, in vaine 
is hee ſent vnto GDD , to treate foz mercye: 


whilſt the teſtimonye of his owne conſcience 
will accuſe and convict him, to be both a ſin- 
-ne2 e the child of wꝛath. And that we muſt be⸗ 
leeue in Chiſt, he hmilelf doth vs to wit, wher 


he ſaith:t his is the wil of God that ſẽt me, that 10 
evere one which ſeeth the ſon & beleveth in 


him ſhould haue life everlaſting. Alſo where 


h. 7. 40. 


he inviceth thoſe that be weary. & loaden to Math. r. 


come vnto him tobe dilburdned e refreſhed: & 28. 


the thirſty, tu repaire vnto him, x drinko. But 10h. 2.37. 


becauſe faith is no vaine opimon, conceaved by 
the perlwaſion of man, but a ſolid & ſounde 


appꝛehenſton ot the things which ate exhibtten 


in Chꝛiſt:it ſhall not be amiſſe, i wee conſidet 


a little, what the ſcripture doch repoꝛt as cons 


cerning Chꝛiſt. Foz vnleſſe we doe acknow- 
ledge him, to be ſuch a one, as hee is there pur⸗ 
tr aved and depainted to be, wee can never fuls 
till the commandementes of faith, but ſhall 
runne headlonge, againſt the perflous rockes 


ſhipwrack 


* 
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ſbipwnacke ol our ſouls. Foz to foꝛge any thing 
ol Chziſt that be is notes as hozrible,as toſaie 
eres 18 no Ciꝑiſt. Nin: ; F 

| -Wihatſoevertherefoze is regiltredi in ſcriy- 
ture of Chziſt, either it beck bis perlon 02 
his office. | 
The perſon of Chiti is one: T therfozein no 
wiſe to be devidcd;Ulherein are ioined two di. 
ſtinet natures:the one of the (elfe-ſame eterni⸗ 
ty, maieſtie & ſubſtance with God the Father; 
the other in the time pꝛelired. taken of the Gir. 
gin Marie. Both theſe J ſap, be cõioyned in one 
perſon, but not confounded. Foꝛ the Deity re. 
maineth whole, & is not ſtained with any ſpot 
of humane infirmity 2 neither is the humanitie 
ſwallowed - vp wich the glozyof the divine ma⸗ 
ieſty. But as he is perfect God: ſo is he like · 
wiſe perfect man, conſiſting of a true humane 
body i reaſonable ſoule. This map be avoued 
by many manifeſt teſtimonies ol holy waitte. 
Foꝛ the olde Pꝛophets in regarde ofthe vivine 
nature of Chꝛiſt, call him wonderfull ; the e- 


Eſai. 7. G. 


h. 
— 7 verlaſting g Father,coequall with@od:; eters 


nal, yea and which moꝛe is, the Lord and God 
himſelfe · but having reſpect to his manhoode, 
Wai.rt-1.) they name him a branch, a graſfe of the roote 
33+ oflleſſe, David, the ſonne of David, the laſt 


lob. . 1. and leaſt amongſt men, Jn the goſpel likewiſe, 
there is expꝛeſle mention made of eee 


.. 
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drr 
di hit; in the beginning was the worde, 

and the wh web was — Stand that word Veri. 14 
was God: butthe ſame Evangelift in che 

ſame place intimating his humane nature 3% 2 
ſaithfurtherz and that woorde was made 
flcſh : not by making erchaunge of his di- 
vinity , but by taking our humanitpe into 
him: Foz by wap of expoſition Hee addethz 
and dwelt amonge vs. So Ch RST 
himſelfe, ſpeaking in the perſon ok the ſonne 8. 58. 
of GD D. layeth; I and the father are one: 4:25: 


and before Abraham was, Iam: but in the * 


perſon of man hee ſapeth; the Father is grea- ſpeech, is 

ter then I. Puch might heere bee alleadged called of 
ko2 further pꝛovfe of this pointe], ik neede re. me. 28t. 
quired. But let it ſuffice vs, that it is a ſpe⸗ ehe . 
ciall commaundemente of CHRIST; a enbue 
neceſſarp to bee beleeued of every true Chꝛiſti- commonly 
an man, that Jeſus Chziſt, in one perſon , is communice- 
very G O D, and very man: both thoſe na- ##2<= 


$6999: A ce 


tures being in ſuch ſozte vniced and knit togi- unica. 
ther, that the pꝛoperties of either, doe abide ting or mu⸗ 
ſound, though by reaſs ofp Þypoſtaticall con- tuall enter. 
iunction and vnion betwixte them, it tommeth courſe of 
oft to palle , that that is attributed vnto whole Propettiet: 


wheas that 


Chiilt, which p2operlp belongeth but to one i, youched 
of the natures only, TAbich caution, if we giue of one, 
not good heede vnto, in reading holy ſcripture, which is 
we may ſoone run contrarie, ere we be aware, e 
4B w ith notder. 
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with Arrius. Ebion, Marcion, Ualentints; 
Neſtozius and others, who,thzough onerſight 
in that point, intangledthemſelues with manp 
groſſe hereſies, to che great annopante of the 
Church, and their owne vtter deſtructiou. The 
infozmatto of this doctrine is very behootefn!, 
fo2 the coꝛroborating and ſkrengthning of our 
weake faith. Fo2 ſo much as otherwiſe, Chziſk 


could not haue atchieued that woderful exploit 


A 


of our redemption, had he not bin, both God e 
man. Manz to make latiſfaction fox man, that 


had offended: God to ouercome death, the due 
ſtipend okſin whom ns meere man, ol bim ſelle, 


was able to ſurpziſe. 

The office ok Chziſt, is implied in his 
names. Foꝛ if that laping of the Poet be found 
daily verified in a number : conventunt ſatis you 


mina ſæpe ſuis: mens names oft pꝛoue ſutable x 


coꝛreſpondent to their foztune and deſfinte:the 
ſame ought eſpectally to take place, in the ſon 
of God, ſo long longed q looked - foꝛ. The name 
(Jeſus is an Hebꝛew woꝛd, and expꝛeſſeth his 
office, in a moꝛe general ſigniſication, foꝛ it ſoſts 


deth as much, as a Saviour, acco2ding to the 


true etymoloqie thereof, giuen by the Angell, 
Chꝛiſt, o a Gꝛecke woꝛd, and doth mote ſpecte- 
ally natiſte his maner of ſauing vs. Foꝛ whom 
the Gꝛecians terme Chziſt, the Debzewes call 
Mellias, and is as much in Latine, as vnc as, in 
Eng- 


and appointment of God, Kings and Prieſtes King t. 39% 
types and ſhadowes of Chziſt, then to come, cã⸗ 


figure, bas our ſauiour called Chriſt, that is, 


bꝛethꝛen, the ſonnes of men: being conſecrate 
thereby, to take vpon him the office, both of the 
thiefe and eternal pꝛieſt- hood, and pꝛince - hood 


beleeuing then, and pꝛofelling the fon of God, 
to be Chnilt, we acknowledge and confelſe him, 


1s to ſap, oł the whole Church. Andſtherefoꝛe ex⸗ 


ries, alwell of the one, as of the other. The 
ꝓpꝛieſts oflice in time paſt, was to teach the peo ⸗ 
ple, and ta inſtruct them in the lawe of God, 
as alſa to pꝛay, and offer ſacrificefo1 the, Theſe 

things, are al ſully perfoꝛmed by Chuſt in eve⸗ 
xp part, kor hee did not only tearhj the people, 
when he was converſant vpon earch; but ill 
n Þ 2 doth 
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English, annointed. Now ok old, by the 02dinice 


were wont to be annointed, whom to haue bin __s i 


not be gaineſayed: and ſo anſwerably vnto that 


annointed . Mot that he was annointed with 
materiall oile, but as it is in the lalme, with 
the oile of gladnes:that is, wich che giftes and 
graces of Gods holy ſpirit, aboue all other his 


Pſal. 45.7. 
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of Gods people. In witnes and token whereok, * 
John Baptiſt ſaw the holy Ghoſt; in a viſible Mach. 3. 4 
foꝛme deſcending and lighting on him. In 


to be both king and pꝛieſt of Gods people, that 


cept wee will make of him an image without 
like, we mult agniſe in him accoꝛ ding ly the du; 


\ . — 
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doch to this day, whilſt hee revealeth and mas 
keth his wil known to the Church by his mini · 
Cers, and by his ſpirice quickeneth che ſame in 
the heartes of men. Nap Chaiſt is to bee hol · 
1 den, fog the only and ſingular doctour and 
f. Cor.. 7. ſchoole - maſter of the Church. Foz miniſters 
doe but execute the externall function onlpe, 
which though it be done, neuer lo erquiſitely, 
neuer ſo in pʒinte, as they ſay: yet if Gods 
ſpirite, doe not inwardelp concurre ticrewithe 
it availeth no moze, then (fa candle bee 
let befoze a blinde man, though neuer ſa 
bhbzight, oza tale tolde to a deafe man, though 
foot fo neuer ſo lowde and ſhzill. As Saint Auſtine 
| 3- ſaiech very well: thinke not that one. man 
learnech anp thing of another wee map 
warne by the ſounde of our vopce, but ik hee, 
who teacheth the hearte, bee not within, vaine 
is the noiſe made without. Neither did hee 
onlte pꝛap foʒ his, whilſt hee lined in the fleſh, 
but euen now appeareth befoze the face of the 
Father, to play the advocate and interceſſour 
fo2 vs: hauing offered a ſacrifice, not ſuch a 
one, as was accuſtomed in the old law, but cup 
himſelfe,his owne body aud bloode, which be» 
ing ſlaughtered on the altar ofthe croſſe, bath 
not only taken away the guilte ot ſiane, and pe» 
naltie due vnto the ſame, but allo purchaſen 
the fauur of his Father towardes vs a 


2 


. 


belt the thaimerof h K C S niet 
boode, and theirs inthe olde Teſkamente, is 
ſomewhat different. For theLeviticallpzteſts, \k 
being but moztall men, ſubiert to death, they 5 

needed newe ſircceſfonrs, to bee ſubſticured .. d 

in their roomes, euer as thep deceaſed; bue 

CHRIST, in that hee is immoꝛtall, and 

death hath nowe nomoze ffroake over him, hee 
wanteth no ſucceſſour, as no Uicar neither, as 
who is both able and willing enough of bim- 
ſelfe, to diſcharge that fiction, which was 
alligne and allott ed vnto him of the Fathers 
Foz vnto him it was ſaide : thou art a prieſt Pſal 210. 4. 
for euer, aſter the order of Melchiſedec. A · Heb. .: 
gaine in that the bloode of Dren and Goates, ** . 
was not of value ſufficient,to ranſome the ling 
ofthe whole wozlv:# al thoſe fwarmes of ſacri⸗ 
lices, vled in ancient time, were nothing but li 
ine ofthat craund-ſacrifice, to be offered on 

crolle;they were oft to be rented: But Chyik 9. 25. 
once offered, entred not into p holy places made 
with hãds, hut into very heau?,chere to appear 
in the ſight of God Mos vs: not p he ſhould offer 
bimſelfe often, but by p one oblation once offe- 
red, hath obtained foꝛ our ſins, plenary deliue · 
rance,full and compleate redemption. ho ſo 
then wil keepe the commandements ol Thiiff, 
appertatning vnto faith, he muſt conſtantly be- 


ane is p 9 


5 3 


euerlaſting pꝛieſt of Gods Church: who onlie 
bach the woꝛdes ofeternalllife : who only ma; 
keth interceſſion foꝛ vs to the father + who by 
the only ſacrifice of his body a blood, once offe- 
red,? neuer to be reiterated 02 repcated agam, 
hath pur ged rhe ſins ofthe whole wozld. Now 
a woꝛd o two ok his kingdome. 

The duty of a king ſtandech chiefelp. in pꝛe- 
ſeruing the people committed to his charge, in 
lafety ſᷣ publique peace. Foz better per foʒmãce 
whereof, hee muſt make geod Lawes, & cauſe 
them to be put in execution:he mult be vigilanc 
ano watchlull foz their well-fare: cheriſh 
the good: chaſtile malefactours: miniſter 
true iuſtice: ſee euerie man haue his owne: 
pea and ik neede bee, ſhicloe and delende his 
ſubiectes by foꝛce of Armes againſt all vniuſt 
violence aud tyꝛannicall vſurpacton , But in 
Chziſt not one of all thoſe qualities, is wan» 
ting, if wee conlider what che Scripture gt- 
ueth- out of him. Foz he lought the good and 
tranquillitie of his people fo earneſtlp, that 
hee thoughte not his owne pꝛecious hearte- 
bloode roo deare, to ſpende it, fo2 the fur - 
N theraunce and pzocuremente thereof . Ice 
* made lawes not onelic availeable fo} this life, 
Ls 


but fo the life to tome: the ſame hee vphol⸗ 
dech maugre all aduetſarie power, heaping 


f benefites aud blellinges vppon luch as mo. 
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23 
but plagues and punityuentes vypon trank 
grellours diuerſe and ſundzy wates, Neither 
lackethhec weapons, where with to eſtabiith 
ff his owne kingdome, and to ſubdue his ene- 
mies. eretofoze hee diſcomfited Sathan, the 
captaine general of al impiety and wicke dnes: 
puld · out the ſting of b nne, that it can no moze 
moztallie wounde vs: vanquiſhed the graue: 
daunted the power cf deach: queld and cruſhe 
in pieces the gates 0: hell. And Ful hee in- 
counters daily by his woozde, acainft Anti- 
Chuſt and all his imps and adherentes, the 
tpauntes and wicked ones of this wonlde: 
them hee killcth with the breath ofhis mouth 
yea and many times bungeth moſt hoztible 
iudgementes vppon them: while ſtripping 
them naked aut or all their authozity, pope, 
riches, honoures and poſſeſſions ; hee cloa- 
theth them with milcrie, contempt and ſhame: 
whilelt ſcattering their counſciles ; deleating 
their purpoſes ; fruſtrating and diſappoin- 
ting all their plottes and pꝛactiſes; hie tan» 
gleth them in the ſnares they bad layed to- 
entrappe others with all: and like en arrowe 
ſhotte againſt a bꝛaſen wall, reboundeth their 
miſchicuous imaginations backe againe vpon 
their owne heades. Eramples heereof are rife, 
g every where to be ſeene. Foꝛ what one king» 
dome canthere inſtance 5 giuẽ-ocf, what one, 
4 in 


{nalchewoyln;whoſela laws,p2iviledges,Cwaſe, 
maieſtie q domimũ haue indured ſo many ages, 


as wee ſee the kingdome and Churchol Chziſt 
bath (food & floꝛiſhed inviolably? The famous 
Monarchie of Aſſiria, which was founded 
by the firſt tyꝛantes ot the woꝛlde, the Em ; 
pier of the Grecians and Perſians, (at whoſe 
beck whilome the whole wozld ſtowped, at 
whole frowne they trembled and quaked ) 
what trowe pee nowe, is become of them: 
are they not cleane ſubverted 2 are not the 
very foundations of them vtterly raßed, tur- 
ned topſie turvie, vp- ſide vowne ? c what 
an ecclips, hath befalled vnto Rome  fo2 
all t he inſolent crackes, which haue bin made 
ok her, halfe an eye may ſee. To ſay nothing 
of other puiſſant kingdomes, which ſometime 
ſhone in excceding glozy,but now quite extince 
& (ſcarce remembꝛed. Only the kingdome, and 
Chureh of Chꝛiſt continueth ſafe and ſounde,# 
though it hath bene maligned & aſſaulted ſoze 
from time to time. by mighty & malicious ad- 
uerſaries, yet hath it ever bene ſo pꝛotected ic 
carded by Chꝛiſt at al aſſaies,thac it never mil 
carried: but the mo2e fierce and fierye , the 
moꝛe furious and out ragious the enempe was 
bent againſt it, the moge it ſtill abounded 
in ſtrength and glozye . In which reſpect 
the ſtate thereof was verye ſignificantlye re- 

pꝛelented 
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ſumed not away. And foʒ the 
klance hach bene likened, ſometimes to Cam- 
momile, which the moze it is pzeſſey-downe 
anditrample 
ſpꝛeadeth father, and ſmetleth — ſome- 
times to the palme tree, which the moze it is 
loaden, the mote it mounteth vnder the bur · 
then: methane — which the moze Fi Ma 
it is entte;'d2eft and pzuned, the moze fruits 
full itwareth : ſometimes to roſes and lilies 
which ſpzout and floziſh even amonge ſharpe 
. "thomes . So true an oracle is that, not of A- 14. 


perlon, oz ol his office , rhen he hath dilcloled 


— — Ab adden in Geneſis by a Sen. 15.1 
de flaming in the middeſt of a Exod:z. 1 
ſmoking furnace: * in Exodus by the 
- buitrwhich Moſes ſawe burninge — 

Em- 


d- on, the faſter it 


groweth, and 


verit. 
Chriſt relig 


onis tom. 2 


pag. 224.5 


pollo of Delphos , but of the holye Ghoſt: 


that the gates of Hell canne never prevaile 


againſt the Ringdome and Church of Chriſt, 
this accounte muſt wee make of Chziſc, 


ik wee will beleeue in hum, accozdinge to his 


» Wherevnto muff bee 
referred whatſoever the ſcripture deliverech 


olf him, and teacheth him to be the whole and 
Fole ſaviour of the wozlve. So that they doe 
violate and bꝛeake the chieke commandement 


ofChziſt , who beleeue otherwiſe either of his 


1 i 1 
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and taught in his wozde . They likewiſe ok. 
fend, that pꝛokelle they carry ſuch an i pinion of 
Chuſt in thoſe reſpects, as the tr ech requt⸗ 
reth: but not contenting themlelues wich hem 
alone, doe aſccibe part of their ſalvation ca 
their owne wozkes, 02 other creatuces, as if he 
without them, were inſucktcient to wozke the 
fcate. Foz as there is but one God, who will 
be wozſhiped by him ſelte alone: ſots there but 
one mediatour betweene God and man, evẽ 

Ieſus Chriſt, our true Immanuel, who is fo ie- 
laus of his glory, that he cannot bꝛooke, that 
any other perſon, oz thing whatſcever, ſhculd 
be ioyned patent with him in the ſame. And 
thus much of the firſt ranke, oz band of Chuiſts 
commandements. 

The ſecond ranke is of thoſe, which belong 
to the ſervice of Gad, 02 cxternall religion. 
Son albeit the true ſecvice of God be ſpirituall 
and ſtandeth pꝛincipallp in the Canons q rules 
of faith befoze ſpeciſied: pet God like a merci - 
ful father, tendring the infirmity of vs his chil- 
dꝛen, alowcth certaine out ward rites, foꝛ the 
hetter ererciſing of our inward religiũ 4 faith . 
Ad therein he hath let vs boundes w limites, 
which wee map not paſle ; leaſt following the 
current, the tive c ſtreame of our owne wiſes 
dome, we ſhould deviſe any kinde of woꝛſbippe 


in the OY of him, which though it ſeeme 
never 


our owne inventions and good intentions, as 


— — moms ae nn 
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never ſo devout and holy in our ovine cies (as x, qui, 
we are ive over much to be enamoured with Senn 


Cain | 
Cats Omen 


Narciſſus fl in loue with his owne ſhado we.) /a;criorar., 
yet can it not ſtand with the nature & glorp of ov. Mer. 
God. The Jewes, they had many many cere- 3 fab. 6. 
monies pꝛeſcribed them, + well: fo the moze e 
diverſely the pzomiled Meſſias, was decyfered v :: 
and fixured out vnto them, the better it was N. 
fo2 them, bath to kindle their devot ion, and ta 
confirme their faith . But nowe ſince the bo- 
dy it elfe, is come in place, which was the end 
ok the lawe, all thoſe heapcs ok ceremonies are 
vaniſhed, and ok right abzogated & aboliſhed⸗ 
and all thinges, whereby, cither our faith is to 
be holpen, oz our devotion to be furthered, doe 
conſiſt in a fewe chiefe pointes · Amongſt which 
we map affozde Church aſſemblies , the firſt 
roome, vp vertue of Chziſts pꝛomiſe: where Mat. 18.20 
two or three be gathered togitherin my nae 
there am Tin the midſt ofthem, But it ſkil⸗ 
leth not, howe oft we flocke x flowe togither, 
except the thinges be donne, when we meete, 
fo) which we ought to aſſcmble togither in the 
name of Chꝛiſt ( fo} otherwiſe goates vſe to 
hearde togither as well as ſheepe. ) Here then 
commeth,inthe miniſterie of the wozde, which 
Chzift would haue, both ſincerely pꝛeached, e 
attenciuelp heard with faith: inſomuch that be 
maketh 
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Job. 8. y. makeththe hearinge ofthe wooꝛde, aſpeciall 
| badge and cogniſance, to knowe his ſervancs 

Tuc. 10. 42. hy, aud highly commendeth Marye foz that 
whiles Martha cumbred her ſelfe aboute 
much ſerving: ſhe ſate at Teſus feere & hard 
him preach. To this ſtudy ofrhe wozde, wee 
mult ioyne fervent and hearcye pzayer: Fo 
the heavenly wiledome is given to none but 
ſuch, as ſeeke & ſue fo2 the ſame at the hãds of 
the father ol lights by faithful pꝛaier. Ne muff 
make our petit ions then vnto God, & not vnta 
creatures, and that in a liuely faith, which ba; 
niſgeth all mildoubte ok Gods good will to= 
wards vs, & aſſureth vs of his pꝛeſence. Thele 
pꝛaiers, whether they be pꝛivate o2 publique, 
bow ſweete a ſavour, howe fragrant a ſmell 
they peelde in the noſe-thoilles of the Lozd, 
wee may eſteeme by his vehemente and often 
Pfal 50. 14. callinge on vs, to vle them: pꝛoteſting, hee 
ſetteth moze by the invocation of his name, 
then by all other externall ſervice what 
ſoever, And foꝛ our better direction in pꝛay⸗ 
ing, wee mult learne, as to ſubiect c ſubmit 
our ſelues in all things, to the wil e pleaſure of 
God: ſo to craue to be heard in all that we aſke 
only iny nãe, & by p mediativof JeſusChil. 
Fon being of our ſelues by nature coprupt and 
ſinners, wee are not incaſe, to pꝛeſcribe vnto 
God, what he ſhould do fox vs: no noz without 
Y; | our 


| — 


29 3 
gur mediator Chꝛiſt Jeſus, ſo much as to bare 
to pꝛeſent oꝛ pꝛoſtrate our ſelues befoze the 


thꝛone of his divine maieſty:as Chaiſt himſelf 


give:htovnderſtad,info2ming vs, boch to pꝛay 
in his name, # in dur pꝛaiers to ſap, thy wil be 


don in earth, as it is in heavẽ. Theſe things at 


attẽded and waited⸗ on, with the right vie x ad- 
miniftratio of the lacramẽts, to wit, Baptilme 
g the Loꝛds ſupper, where we muſt be wũder· 


full circſiſpecte, that they be neither pꝛofaned 


through irre verence oꝛ contempt, noꝛ polluted 
with ſuperſtition: rememb2inge , howe care- 
full Saint Paul was to refozmeſuch abuſes, 
as had crept into them amonge the Cozin= 


Chiiſtes originall inſtitution, not daring 
for his life to lwarue one heares breadth from 
it. Theſe, thele bee the pointes, wherein 
the out warde ſervice of God, doth in a manner 
conſiſt: vi. holye and Chꝛiſtian aſſemblies, 
the pꝛeaching of the wood, pꝛapersſ and ſa⸗ 
cramentes. All which as they were at firſt 
ſimply oꝛdapned by CTHRAS T: ſowere 


they duetikully receaved, and faithfullye ob⸗ 


ſervedof the pꝛimatiue Church: , without 
alteration 02 dep2avation . They that diligẽt- 


Jy addict & giue themſelnes vnto theſe things, 


bee they, that followe the commandementes 


o 


dentlpe 


of Chnſt,, ann by their ſodooinge evi 


1.Cor,r1.23 


thians, actcoꝛding to the pꝛecile patterne of 


/ 


Toh. 16. 23. 
Math. 6. 10. 
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declare, that they haue the true knoweledge 
and faich of Lhziſt in them. But luch as let. 
ting them aſide, broach newe ceremonies of 
their owne bzuemg; abandon the Church; 
contemne the wozve ok God; embꝛace the in« 
bentions of men; direct their papers vnto 
creatures, 02 in them vſe the mediation of 
others to the father beſides Chit; pervert 
the right vle of the Sacraments; and ta all 
theſe adde images, aulters, newe conſecra- 
tions; pea and coyne newe Sacraments too: 
theſe cannot iuſtly be (aide, to keepe the com- 
mandementes of Chiſte, in almuch as the 
thinges which they vle, were never authozi⸗ 
ſed by Chyiſt: being indeede but birdes, as 
the ſaving ts, of their owne hatching, fancies 
of their owne deviſing, without ground any 
warrant of the wozde, the onely authenticall 
rule of our religion, and infallible pole-ſtarre 
fo2 our direction, in the ſervice of God. 
The thirde ranke of Chziſtes commande. 
mentes compꝛiſech all thoſe, which ſerue for 
managing ot our behaviour & manners. Theſe 
map be extended as farre, as our whole life, 
and every action thereof doth ſtreach: bue 
Saint John in the thirde chapter follows 
ing , reduceth them all vnto three gene⸗ 
rall heades, where hee attributeth to the 
111 of God, purification, righteouſnes, 
any 
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pocrites, as many as doe not imploie them- 
ſelues, to the obſerving and keeping of Gods 
'commademets: haw glortous a ſhewe ſoever 
other wiſe they make of yknowledg of Chaift 
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and bꝛotherly loue 02 charity. Nee are purged 
indeede, by the bloode of Chziſt, pet ſo, that 


wee neeve daiely, to waſh our feete, that is. tu Loh. 13.10 


chakc- ok the vncleane affections of the flesh 

which carrie vs captiue into the triumph of 

ſinne. Foz as dirt and balme cannot well bee 

tempered together:ſo no moze can wee haue 
fellowſhippe and communion with God, who ee. 1 
is hol nc lle it ſelfe, ſo long as wee lye dꝛowned 

in the dregges of our owne naturall coꝛzupti⸗ 

ons, never once waving ſo much as a hande 


or a foote to get out. Righteouſnes includeth 


bath tables: when as wee yeelde bot hto God, | 
and cur neighbour, whatſoever is due vnto ei⸗ 
ther of them fro vs, by the lawe. Charitic doth 
not only pꝛohibit iniuries ; wrongs: but alſo 
iniopneth the doing ok good. But theſe points, 
becauſe they be datclp beaten-on in ycur hca« 
ring: let it ſuffice at this time, that J haue on- 
Ip pointer at tbem. Holding fox moſt certaine, 
as a caſz overruled vnto vs ly the holy ghoſt, 
that they are but liers, diſſemblers , and Hy- 


e his pꝛokeſſion. Fut J lee, J haue ſtated over; 


long in handling this former part: J wil ther⸗ 
fore as it were vpon the ſpurre poſte over the 


other 


e 1 93498 'r 3% 
But hee that kee 234, xn ch ral Bi 
 laveof Godperfe mdeede: erh we be i 
that we are in him. p 
This is the lirlt reaſon , whereby our Es | 
vangelilt and Apoſtle goerh about to wltifi | 
the fozeſaide Pꝛopoſition, being taken (as 1 
tolde you) of the effects, towit, the laue ot God, 
which the knowledg of Chaift ingendzeth in 
vs, and map be framed * of arguinent, 
on this faſhion: - 8 
Hee that laveth God truly 5 auen 04 72 
truelh: | 
Zur hee that heepeth Chriſts e | 
eth God trueih: 
Ergo, hee that keepeth Chr. 
ments, knoweth God truely, 
an indeede., h 
Thich conſequence to be ſoundly inferred, | 
not only [cripture, but even common ſence in ⸗ 
fozceth. Foz is it poſſible a man ſhoulde loue 
God, whome he knoweth not? the Poet couln 
ſite, voti nulla cupids: vncooth: vnkiſt: that 
2 7 is vnknowne, is commonly vnreccarde : - 
and out of requett, be it o never lo great excel ; 
lency in it ſelfe. Ex 935e2y i loue doth » - 
hꝛeede ok the ſight and knowlevge of .athing. 
TfEfops cocke had knowne the wozth of the /- 


eme, heave gs haneſouſa High, 5 
N 2 by 
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byit: but becauſe hee knewe not the vatne, 
therefozehe effcemed moe of a barely cone, 
Nowe hee that is ignozaunt ofChaiff, can ne- 
uer knowe God. Fox hee is the brightneſſe Heb. 1.3. 
of his glorie 5 and the ingraned forme of his 19Þ4.18, 
perſon; and no man hath ſeene G OD at 
any time, but the ſonne, whichis in the bo- 
ſome of the father hee hath declared him. 
So that a full knowledge of Jeſus Chziſt 
mu of neceſſity goe bekoze, eſpectally ſeting 
a colde pꝛofeſſion of the loue of GOD is not 
ige, but wee ſtande bounde to lone 
bim aboue all thinges, to relie wholy vppon 
bim, and foz his ſake,” to relinquiſh facher, 
mother, wife, childzen, yea and our ſelues 
and all. But againe this ſo greate lone of 
GOD, cannot bee without the keeping of 
Chaiftes commaundementes: it being the na- 
ture and pjopertieoflone, to faſhion and con- 
fozme it ſeite, as neare as pollible may bee,vnto 
the will and diſpoſtciou of the party, whome 
it alfecteth. So the ſonne is c aretull toobep 
bis fathers commaundementes not dziuen 
of ante ſeruile oz flanifh fearg : but moo 
ned of a filiall and chilve-like loue hee bea- 
other cauſe, requireth vs to lone him, with 
all our heartes, with all our ſtrength, ann 
witch all our ſoules: but that that loue 
* C Woulds 


* 


Math. 10 5. 


7. 16. 24. 
Marc. 8. 34 


1. Cor. 15. 
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ſhoulde frame vs, to a dutifull obediente to⸗ 
wardes him; inſomuch chat wee ſhall thinke; 
nothing too much wee doe, to bee topned with 
him, who is our only felicitie and ſoueraigne 
good, ſo tenderly and intirely beloued of vs. 
And therekoze, ſith neither the loue of God, 
canne bee ſeparated from the knowledge of 
CYRIST, nozit, from an holy life oz⸗ 
dꝛed accozding to the pꝛeſcript ot his commans 
dementes: the Apoſtle, pee ſee, hath ſuffici- 
ently auerred his purpoſe , that they which 
keepe Chriſtes commauudementes, knowe 
Chriſt indeede, and are true Chziſtians. As 
fo2 the perfect lone hee ſpeaketh- of, it is not 
to bee conſtrued in that ſence, as though wee 
tould in this life, arriue vnto the perfection of 
loue,o2 of any other vertue:foꝛ (God knowes 
as wee knowe but in parte, ſo wee loue but in 
in parte. But either to recommende vnto vs 
the continuall indeuour of perfection, which e⸗ 
uery true Chꝛiſtian, accoꝛding to the pꝛopoꝛti⸗ 
on and ſtrength of grace receiued, ought to al- 
pire vnto, and ſtriue towardes, though it be be · 
vũd his reach to attaine vnto it. vntil the wozld 
to come, when God ſhall bee all in all, and per · 
fectly conſummate the good wozke , which he 
hath here graciouſly begunne:oꝛ els, the woꝛde 
perfect mult be taken, as oppoſite to feined, af- 
ter an Hebzaiſme, very vſuall in dinine _ 
8 2400 re 
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tupe, ſo that perfect loue betokeneth true, heat n 2 
ty. incere and vnſeined loue, which God ol his 2 % 
mercy will accept and crowne, though it come hath com- 
many aces ſhozte , of that abſolute degree of my d 0 
perfection, which the rigour ofthe lawe pze- [2 17er | 
ciſely eracteth, meaſuring his giftes in vs (uch I. r. 
is the pzofounde riches of bis goodnefle to- , ;de/, <- 
wardes vs, )not by the effect, but effect of our h 4342 
doings. And the beter to excite and ſtir vs vpre '7 Gt nn 
heereunto our Apoſtle pzocecveth further, and eur 
ſheweth, what ſingular fruite, pꝛołite and tom- is, nor with 
modity wee ſhall reape thereby, which beeing out fault, 
duely weighed, is able to ſet an edge on the blũ⸗ but with. 
teſt apperite, if it haue any mettall af the holp a 1 
Ghoſt in it. Foꝛ he ſaith: Hereby wee knowe 3 
that we are in him. The loue of God thẽ, which Sce for all 
begetteth in vs. the keeping of Chꝛiſts cõman· Gen. 25.270 
dements, is a ſure ſigne & vndoudted certificate 
that wee are ingraffed into Chziſt, the grea⸗ 
teſt dignity, pꝛeeminence and pꝛerogatiue in 
the woꝛlde, and alone is of efficacy ſufficient to 
vnderſet and ſtablich our weake faith, againſt 
all the doubt ings of fraile fleſh, if there were 
no other piller,as there be infinite, to ſuppozte 
and pꝛoppe it with belive. Foz ik wee bee in 
him, hee muſt needes bee in vs, accozding to | 
that comfoztable ſaping of his: if any man lch. 1443. 
loue mee, hee will keepe my worde, and my 

Father will loue him , and wee will come 


C2 vnto 
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: EET EE andwill dwell with him; Sothat 
I that knowetk God truely, loveth him 
trucſp,#keeperh his commandements;hath 
or 60 Chiilt, bur allo the father reſtaunt 
0 dwelling in him: which is the aſſured 
lalvation of man, and pyocurech that gio- 
tie, bziugeth that bliſſe with it, which al p glo- 
rie and blille of this woꝛlde, is not able to 
mach oz counter-vaile, how notable ſoever, 
the Apoſtle, after the example ok Chzilt, 
. conſidering how dull and lumpiſh we ate vn- 
to every thing that good is, vlerh mol? foxcible 
motiues, as ſhar pe ſpurres, to pricke vs foꝛe- 
warde, and as ſtrong ropes to dzawe vs on. 
to the perfozmance ofthoſe thinges, which hee 
would induce vs vnto . And becauſe it is the 
raſtof every body, be they never ſo'deſticute 
k grare, never ſo bereft of Gods holy ſptrite, 
'F unfd every good wozke repzobate,topzecend 
themſelues never the leſle,to bee of the num- 
ber of thole, which are incopporate fntoChaif, 
aud habe C NIS T abiding in them: 
therefoze to diſcover their maſke, and plucke 
the viſard of hypocriſie cleane awate ftom 
their faces , hee 1 5 occaſion therebp ta 
uiculcate,to vrge and grace vpon theirditety 
aine, 

A 65 He that /aith, he remaineth in 425 ought 


tor ſo lo male as her hathwalked, - 
This 


This is the aher reaſon, andſs like that 
e hich he madebefoze in the 1. chapter, þ the 
Might. He that will be ioyned & coup! 
tber with God,mult indevour to reſem teh 
in conditions: but God is light ar bin ts 
no darkeneſſe at all: therekoze hee that will i 
bee one with God, mult walke inthe 11 51 of 
- vertue and trueth, and not in the darcke 
ignoꝛance and ſin. By alike reaſon he N ae 
here, that ſuch as will be Chꝛiſtians, mi 
kate the example of Chzilt 3 tread in his ſtep 
But the argument carries the moze foxce with 
it, by reaſon ofthe ſtreight coniunction, wherin 
we are cõ bined with Chꝛiſt. Foz it is the wozk 
+ of faith,that we are grafted into Cbziſt, and te⸗ 
2. ceme againe from him of his ſpiritc: bn meane 4. 
whereol, it commeth ta paſſe, tbat in ali our be: 
bauiour, there appeareth a liuely picture vf the 
life of Chai. Mhich vnion Sainte Paule | 
hauing an eie vnto, ſaith:thus Iliue, yer nor I Gal. 2.20. 
nom, but Chriſt liueth in mee. But how can 
they walke otherwiſe then Chzit hath wal- 
ked in whome Chzilt by his ſpirite {iveth 4 


Foz theſpirite of Chziſt is neuer idle: but 

where it is, there it doeth regenerate, mo1- | 

tilie the luſtes of the fleſhl, and ref ſtane. | 
f and what kinde of life he lead on eartb, is 


rat lydeſcribed bythe Evangelit:s in the | 
ps | £43 C3 © Goſpel, | 


% 


| 

| 

| 
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"F235, En” anon ab 
Golpell, whatſoever therfoze wee linde f.row 
led there of him, it behooveth vs, ik will not 
gloꝛp of his name in vaine, to tranſpoꝛte the 
ſame by imitation into our liues and converſa- 
tion. Surely lynce Chziſtians bozrow their 
name of Ciniſt, it is meete, requiſite and our 
bounden duty, that wee ſhoulde be, as diligent 
in learning his doct rine, that wee may knowe 
what to pꝛokeſſe: ſo carefull in obſerving his 
dooings, that wee may adozne and bewtyfie 
our pꝛoteſſion with Govly demeandur . It is a 
ſhame fo2 anp man, to pꝛofeſſe himſelfe, to be a 
ſcrivener, iſ he cannot vſe his penne;o2 a ſoul» 
dier, c canot handle his weapon:none can wel 
claime the title without the effects. None can 
well take the name of ap2eacher, ercept he bee 
able by the woꝛd of God to teach, cõvince, coꝛ- 
rect, inſtruct; noꝛ of a Carpenter ercept he can 

N hewe, and ſquare, and plaine, and frame and 
tug topne the timber together: ſo cannot yee bee 
Chꝛiſtians, except pee by'ng*fo2th the woꝛkes 
oi Chziſtians. A Chriſtian, is no mathemati⸗ 
yt call fantaſie, but au eſenttallthinge . It is a 
0 name ofcguicy, of iuffire, of trueth, mercy, in⸗ 
| tegrity, chaſtity, wifenome, pat ſence, humble⸗ 
nes, devotion: neither ton ve of right chalenge 
the name, ik yee bee voide of the wozkes. He is 
a Chriſtian, that ſuteth ſumſelfe in all pointes 


vnta the faſh15of Chꝛiſt. We read in R 
8 0 a 


— nn 


* 


i 39 3 

| of S. Peter, that as hee ſate in the Hall, a Mat. 27.6, 
| maide came to him ſayinge, thou alſo waſt 
with leſus of Galile. And when hee went verſ. 71. 
out into the porch, another maide ſawe him 

and ſaide vntothem that were there, This 

man was with Ieſus of Nazareth ,- After a et. 73+ 

while came vnto lum, they that ſtoode · by. 

and ſaide vnto Peter, ſurelye thou art allo 

one of them: for even thy ſpeech bewraieth 
thee, Even lo, mp bzethzen , in like ſoꝛt ſhould 
bee our manners and carriage, our woꝛds and 
our deedes and all our actions ol life, in lone 
in iop, in peace, long-ſuffring;' gentleneſle, 
goodneſſe, meekeneſle, temperance, and all os 
ther good · wozks and fruites ol the holy ghoſt, 

that all that ſee vs, map bee infoꝛces ſtreight 

to lay of vs, that wee bee Thziſttans;havinge 

dur whole life in all partes, and every line a- 

ment thereof ; ſo far foꝛth as the frailty of our 
humaneeftate and condition will permit, ſqua 

red by the patterne of Chꝛiſts example. Such 
in olde time was the life of all, that marched 

vnder Chziſts banner , John Baptiſt was a 
burning and a ſnininge candle: S. Paul an Loh. 5.35. 
example ot integrity: Doꝛcas full of good 3. %, 36. 
workes and almes deedes. The Philinpi- Phil.z. 15. 
uns ſhone 2s lightes in the worlde, their lines 

did teſtifie what they were. Juſtine Mart yr 
wicnelleth ofhimſelfe, that hee was fir con- 
| T 4 verted 


— 


bebt innocente and godly life of Chzt> ? 

Man men. But if all that this day pꝛoleſſe 
the name of RIS, were weyed in 
this ballance, wert examined and tryen by this 
touch · cone, alas, alas, howe many uf vs 
woulde bee founde too light ? How few would 
p2oone_currant Chziltians 2 hat one is 
there amongeſt an hundzeth, that ſetteth 
himſelle, to followe the pꝛeſident of Chios 
example, to walke in his ſteppes, to liue his 
lifeꝛnay whome hath nat Sat hã that old Ser · 
pent, bzought to his bent, trained to his lu re, 
wryed to bis crooked.byas* It is recoꝛded ofs 
tuning Muſttian that ſetting his ſchollers to 
a rude minſtrill tu learne muſique of him, bee · 
foze they went. he gaue them this caveat by the 
way, x hatſoever pe ſce pour maſter doe befoze 
vou, ſce that yet avoide it ., and doe the cou- - 
trary; hee is but a bungler and bis leſlons ann 
manner of fingring naught... To e be 
compariſon betweene 1 Dirnngs 
come to ſchocle ta Chick, deg — | 
how wee ought ta liue but wheras-weGouly | 
followe him in all thinges, hee being the onely 
erpreſſe ſamplar and rule of all Gadſineſſe, t 
ſeemeth by the whole trade anp couxſe of our; 
life, that Wee deale by him. as che Mu the 

on e Mee ee bad minſtreUt: - 
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he humble; we puff. b irhpzide hee chaſte; 


we incontinent:he ſoben we intemperant her 
ofGo keye-cold;he patient: 


we murmuroꝛs: he quiet; wee q bee 
meeke; we ſurlyche a peate· maker;we ſowers 
of debate: he compaſſionate; weftraic-laced in 
out bowels: hee loyalk; we trecherous:hee libe⸗ 
rall; wee coverdus : hee mercifull; we cru 
el: Finally, bis lite was amirrour bal true 
holinelle and :but ours, a fincke 
— deere 
2 2 
. bythe mation ofoue-alton, the 
Bes rns, by the line and level ok 
— Ns moltvieſtedepiple. But be not vecea- 
ved: this lip-p2ofeſſion is no armour of pꝛoole 
againſt the veat le ſhotte of h OD S wiath 
f Ik wee continue thus to de⸗ 
—— 48 in dur lines; whome in 
ongue a ie earance, wee 
— to pꝛoleſle: neare vnto 
D dont pe om hearrey benen 
together 
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42 
togither alienated and eſtraunged. Rum hims 
to make a face ol amity with the Loꝛde; and 
pꝛactiſe enemitie:to pꝛetende truce in wozdg; 
and in deedes pꝛoclaime open warre and ho- 
ſtility againſt him. It wee bee only hearers of 
the woꝛdez and not doers ol the ſame:talkers of 
the Golpell: not walkers after the Goſpell- 
knowers of Chriſt, notkeepers of his com- 
maundementes: Let vs hope foz no better, 
but to haue our poztion with hypocrites, in the 
lake that hurneth with fire and bꝛimſtone: fo 
the mouth of the Loꝛd, hath ſealed it. Certes 
we may read our doome in the fig · tree, which 
| fo2 all it was garniſhen with goodly greene 
Yi Hy leaues:yet becauſe it was vnfruitfull, it was 
| | Accurſed The Jewes cried - out the temple of 

1er. 7 4. the Lorde, the temple of the Lorde, we haue 
r va ge the temple of the Lorde amongſt vs: yet be- 
a n cauſe their life was not confozmable to their 
, profeſſion, their ſacrifices became abominatt- 

| on vnto the Loꝛd, thiſelus, though che petuli 
Wk; ar people ol God, were at lẽgth vtterly diſcar- 
Rexel 2.3. bed fo2 baſtards # caſt- awaies. The cãdleſtick 
was remoued out of Epheſus, foʒ leauing their 
firſt woꝛks. Let vs like wiſe mẽ by other folks | 


1% verl. 4. 


Felix quem harmes learne to beware. Let botemenlooke 
3 one way; and rowe another: let the crab · iich ſe 
b forward, and ſwim backward: let ſtage · play⸗ 


T — arg other perlous then they are: let that 
pPꝛokane 
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43 
pꝛokane pꝛaberbe. ſaping # doing is two meng 
offices: be verified among the heathen and in- 
fivels ; let it haue no place among vs, that pꝛo- 
feſle Chꝛiſt. Let our converſation and our pꝛo. 
felſion , dur woꝛdes and our wozkes, our lipps 
& our lues, our handes & our hartes, our ſay- 
ings and our doings, agree in one tune, dꝛawe 
in one line together, as beleemeth e becõmeth 
good Chziſtians: els, if we bee guilty ofthe porewar. 
ſame hypocriſie the Jewes were, let vs bee ned, fore+ 
ſure toſmart foꝛ it, as the Jewes did. In a armed they 
worde, let vs bee the ſame men indeede wee 
would ſo faine ſeeme to be in ſhew. Ille would 
bee called Chꝛiſtians, let vs then walke woꝛ· 
thy of Chꝛiſt otherwiſe it will not advantage 
vs, as Drigen ſaith, to confelle that Chziſt is 
come in the fleſh, which hee tooke of the vir- 
gin Matpzif in this our fleſh, we diſclaime the 
ende wherefoze he came, which was that wee 
being deltuered out ofthe handes of our ene- 
mies, mighte lerue the Loꝛde in holineſſe and 
righteouſneſle, all the dates of our liues. Me 
woulde bee called the childꝛen of light; if then 
in place ofthe wozkes of the light, we delight 
wallow in the woꝛkes of varkenes: what other 
may wet experte, but to bee caſt out into btter 
darknes, with the Devill and his Angels? Me 
would be taken fo2 the Loꝛdes harveſt;if then. 
fo2 the good copne of vertue and godlines, wee 
peelds 
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ly vppon vs, we bing not foꝛth good hearbes, 
birt weedes e bzambles & bꝛiers: we are neare 
vnto curſing, whole end is tobe burned. Mee 
would be eſteemed fo2 a choyce vinyard, which 
the Lo hach planted in a fertill ſople, which 
he hath fenced , dꝛelled ec manured, which hee 
hath watered & cheriſhed with al the ſtreames 
vr his goodnes, if now in ſteed ol lweete grapes 
of ſacticy & good wozks,we bzing-fo2th bitter 
cluſters & grapes ofgall, oflewdnes# vngod- 
re everelp, but 

alrevp:heſhal break 


om fo wot that 4s, 
vfthe crap es, g the wild-boze "out ofthe foz⸗ 
ret ſhall roote it vp. God be mercifull vnto vs 


and bleſſe vs ſhewe vs the light of his coun- 


renance, a grant vs grate, ſo to pꝛofeſſe his on- 
Iy begotten, x well beloo ved ſonne, Chꝛiſt Je; 
ſus: that knowing him. we map loue him, and 
loving him, in ſuch ſoꝛt keepe his commande; 


ments, j followe his example, chat inthe end, 


we 
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wemuy line gp, him everlaſtingly, 


FRO 2 57 he 1 — 


5 E 1 and one . 
dꝛed all honour, power, glozpe qnnominon 
nowand nn. Amer, 


